Local political talk turns to possible replacements for Blaum’s seat

By James Gonmy
Staff Writer

As news started to leak out
over the weekend that long-
time state Rep. Kevin Blaum
would not seek re-election, ru-
mors began to swirl about po- -
tential successors.

“T expect they’ll be no short-

age of candidates,” local politi-

. cal advisor Ed Mitchell said
Sunday. “We’ll hear specula-
tion in the next couple of
days.”

Mitchell believes the heavily
Democratic 121st Legislative

District will not change hands,

despite the 26-year incum-

Vinsko

ane

bent’s decision to step aside.
.“The Republicans are going to
have a candidate, but in my
opinion, whoever wins the De-
mocratic (May 2006) primary .
will be the next representative.”
Wilkes-Barre Councilwoman
Kathy Kane and city Solicitor

» Bill Vinsko confirmed interest

in the seat. Both are Democrats.
- “T'm going to do a lot of soul-
searching,” Kane said. “It’s al-
ways something I've thought
about. It’s definitely an option.”
Kane credited Blaum for all
of his accomplishments in his

13 terms. It is surprising he de-

cided not to run, she said.

If Vinsko enters the race, it
will be his first attempt at pub-
lic office. _

“Kevin is a great guy and he
continues to do a good job,”
Vinsko said Sunday. “I think
that we should focus on his
great accomplishments at this
time and reflect on the terrific
job he has done. I will not rule

it out, but thls is Kevin’s day,
not mine.”

One candidate who will defi-
nitely enter the race is Repub-
lican Christine Katsock, who
lost to Blaum in 2004. The in-
cumbent’s decision to step
aside did not affegt her deci-
sion, but she believes it
strengthens her chances. =

“I was going to run anyway,”
Katsock said Sunday. “The peo-
ple of this district are familiar
with me and my platform from
when I ran lasttime. I’ll proba-

bly formally announce after

the first of the year.”
Luzerne County Commis-
sioner Stephen Urban does not

-.more than they are

agree with Mitchell’s opinion
that Republicans will have lit-
tle chance to win the seat.

© “I think it’s a good chance

~ for the Republicans to take
‘over this seat,” Urban said.

“People are voting f

Whoever wins the réce Wﬂl
have tough shoes to fill,
Mitchell said.

“This is a very important
seat to the area,” Mitchell said.

“We need someone young and -

resourceful enough that can
spend the time to rebuild
(Blaum’s) seniority.”
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