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Glty will pursue eminent dumam for lof

By Tim Gulla
Gitizens® Voice Staff Writer

Wilkes-Barre Assistant Solici-
tor Bill Vinsko expects to file an
emirient domain action within
the next two weeks in an effort
to reacquire parking for the his-
toric Hotel Sterling.

While eminent domain, which
gives government the ability to
take private land for certain pur-

" poses, is often associated with
roadways and utilities, the city
believes it has appropriate legal
authority in this case.

“We're taking it for a public
purpose and there’s Pennsylva-
nia case law which allows a tak-
ing for urban renewal purposes,
which is exactly what the city is
mtendmg ” Vinsko said.

CityVest, the not for profit de-

. Veloper that acquired the deteri-
orating Hotel Sterling at a tax

sale in November 2002, had been'
trying to reacq_uire the parking -

Citiveas \hice

_ Authority and Wilkes-Barre City

lot from city businessman Ali
Kazirni, but talks reportedly
ended after five months with no
progress.

Kazimi, who operates a bu31-
ness on West Market Street next
to the Hotel Sterling, had pur-
chased the parking lot for
$190,000 in October 1987 from
Susquehanna Partners, the for-
mer owner of the Hotel Sterling,
according to a deed on file at the
Luzerne County Courthouse,

A recent appraisal conducted
by CityVest showed the land was
worth about $290,000 today based
on prevailing parking rates in
the city; according to Alex
Rogers, executive director of
CityVest. Rogers said Kazimi
claimed during the negotiations
that his own appraisal showed
the land was worth much more.

' Due to a breakdown in negotia-

- tions, CityVest turned to the

Wilkes-Barre City Redevelopment

Council to seek the use of emi-
nent domain proceedings. Wilkes
Barre City Council gave its ap-
proval Tuesday night, authorizin:
Vinsko to file the action. v
Rogers said eminent domain is
applicable to this case because th
100-car parking lot wouldn’t just
be used for the Hotel Sterling.
Instead, CityVest is planning
to construct a multilevel park-
ing garage at that location,
which would support other bust

- nesses in the area as well as the

Riverfront Park that’s being
planned nearby as well as a Riv-
er Landing Museum that’s also
on the drawing board.

“There are multiple pubhc
purposes to the acquisition (of
this lot) and the construction of
a major parking facility that
would serve multiple public pur-
poses,” Rogers said. |

Kazimi, when reached on
Thursday, declined comment at

this time.
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